Friends of East Gippsland Rail Trail 
Meeting Report   Meeting 01/2010  held Orbost Feb 8th 2010

1. Attendance: Andrew Sharpe, , Gary Squires, David Perry, Michael Oxer, JanIce Preston, Geoff Preston, Dawn Jackson, Eddie Slatter, Marlene Robb, Keith Law, Sue Peirce

Apologies : May Leach

2. Business arising from previous meeting:

2.1 Bikes on V line buses – Meeting in Melb on Feb 25th organised by Victorian Bicycle Advisory Council to discuss. MO not able to attend but will try for phone link up and report on outcome.

2.2 Fire management plan which is the outcome of ½ day workshop and follow up consultation with CFA, DSE has been completed. Fire Management Plan Advisory Group yet to be set up.
2.3 Rail trail manager position – Council suggested a re-focus of the application to marketing /promotion  role. This has been done and will  be considered at Economic  Development Advisory Board  on Feb 17th.
2.4 Weeds – Andrew to follow up what funding available for assessment &/or action. Training is available at Forest Tech for use of herbicides.  The trailer is available for the spraying of plants along the edge of the trail. This is becoming urgent.

3. Treasurer’s report:

Balance Jan 29th 




4197.34

A/c for payment

Broadacre Nursery [Nicholson Bridge project]

$225

Consumer Affairs [Incorporated association fee]

$44.50  [per SP]

4. Newsletter: Marlene will put together – please send articles

5. Website:

 Keith presented stats, - in Jan 1448 visitors. Quite a lot of traffic through Rail Trails Australia site , Orbost Caravan Park and BV.  Agreed that FEGRT should join Rail Trails Australia to support their activities.

Sue to follow up.

The report demonstrated the usefulness  of the website in marketing.

6. Committee of Management:

6.1 Bairnsdale  Community Correctional Services working at removal of dead Black Wattle and stacking into piles. A list of work sites for 2010 is being prepared;  assistance is needed with on site supervision to direct the leader of the crew.  Suggested old station site at Nowa Nowa would be useful activity to clean up – the intention is to make this a picnic area.

6.2 New mulcher – from Commonweath  Govt grant[$3200] , with  $1800 contributed by COM– this will be very useful with removal of young black wattle becoming a serious problem on the trail edge and other vegetation cleaning up which is needed.

6.3 The 4th visitor detection counter has now  been  installed,  between Jonson Rd and Hospital Creek – now all counters  are in locked metal posts.

6.4 New diaries issued for members to keep record of jobs done on the trail.

6.5 Sign board for installation at the Bairnsdale entrance from parks Vic. Will be installed soon.
6.6 Telstra have asked for permission to put an optic fibre cable along trail between Fairweather Track and Orbost. As a condition, the COM require a contribution of  funds for 10 years to contribute to maintenance of trail.

6.7  11-12 Grazing licences have been renewed. Considering extending a licence at Bruthen for station grounds.

7. Membership

Currently Individual
14

Family


24

Business

17

Questions were raised re boosting membership – how to do this – item to be on next meeting agenda.

Membership of Friends group is important for improving the trail.

8. Burn rd 

Area is looking good after planting in Nov.  Keith and Marlene doing  weed removal on regular basis and  along the start of the trail.

Marlene presented outline of story boards – these met with approval. Quotes for production will be obtained, estimated $2000 each. Will try to get sponsorship from local businesses.
9. Activities 

Ride July 11th Mississippi trail start from Bruthen.

K& M will organise something in Sept from Orbost end.

BBQ meeting at Nicholson, Nov 8th, will include a ride from Nicholson to Bumberrah.

10. Nicholson Bridge Sue and Norm to met with EGCMA representative on Tuesday Feb 23rd to discuss project and possibility of continuation of funding.

Project commenced in Jan 07 with $2112. Funds have been spent, on fencing and plants [est 600 plants]. Volunteer hours weed removal, watering and planting  estimated  at 309.
The survival rates have been good.

11. Other items:

11.1 Signs at Nowa Nowa put up by Vic Roads do not have horses on t hem

11.2 Fence post to gate repaired and lock and chain replaced at Joiners Rd (west crossing)
11.3 Fencing wire at Fairweather has been loosened; repair needed (vandalism)
12. Next meeting :
Nowa Nowa   May 10th 
Janice to check if OK to  hold at Mingling Waters – could have presentation of Nowa Nowa mountain bike trail.
