Friends of East Gippsland Rail Trail

Ordinary meeting, 03/07, held at Bruthen Inn,  July 22, 2007 

1. Attendance: 

Janice Preston

Sue Peirce

Keith Law


Geoff Preston


Marlene Robb

Eddie Slatter

Jim Douthat

Vicki Everret



Apologies :

Lynne Walters


Michael Oxer

Andrew Sharpe


John Websdale

2.Minutes of previous meeting (2/07) held at Bairnsdale May 14th 2007 accepted

Business arising

2.1 Greening Australia

Neil Baker from Greening Australia has not sent information as suggested at meeting, Sue to follow up.

2.2 Remnant rainforest revegetation project at Nicholson Bridge. Some more weed control and planting done in June, then the rains came. Working bee next weekend at this site.

A picnic table has been ordered for this site.  Another for trail near Partelli’s crossing.

2.3 Burn Rd connection - rain has damaged works. There is a big problem where cattle cross the path and further down where farmers driving tractors and other farm vehicles over track. 

3. Trail repair following flood damage

The CoM is applying for flood damage funding for repairs. The section between Harman’s rd and Bruthen and other locations presently being assessed. The trail can be used with caution is areas indicated. The sticky surface of new topping  is a concern as it is very hard going, the materials will be reviewed.

4. Events next ride Aug 26th Sue to organise will start from Nicholson jetty at 10am – approx 45k using trail and quiet roads –Nicholson -Bruthen lunch at Bruthen -Tambo Upper return to trail at Lees Rd and back to Jetty

Other rides added to list:

Sept 9th 
Eddie 5154 1926

Nov 11th 
Vicki 5154 2959

Jan 13th 
Vicki  

Details later on website and in Newsletter

Working bees – the problem of weeds on the surface of the trail between Newmerella and Burn Rd discussed. Will inform Committee of Management. Much work is done on trail by volunteers or small groups of volunteers on a ‘needs’ basis eg removing trees on track, cleaning up, putting in seats etc. These work groups are simple to organise and manage.

      Ideas for future working bees to be discussed at next meeting.

5. Newsletter – Marlene is starting – deadline mid Sept with aim to distribute in early Oct. The June edition was full of interest 

6. Website – plenty of hits. 78% by typing address or favorites, and 9% through Google or other search engine.  Keith is upgrading website and would like feedback especially regarding design. Can look at www.orbostbikerides.net/test  Keith to provide instruction on website management to Michael. Details provided of source of visits, averaging 20-30 per day.

7. Other business

7.1 GVBR – will be using trail on Nov 30 or Dec 1. Volunteers to assist 

7.2 Prelimary studies for shared off road path between Marlo and Orbost.  This would be a very valuable connection to promote cycle touring in East Gippsland. Sue to write on behalf of FEGRT supporting this development. Also to write to EGSC re the Paynesville off road shared path.

7.3 Signal at Glen Herbert’s  place – school resources bit stretched, Marlene and Eddie to look at other means of refurbishment.

7.4 Marlene needs distance between roads on trail for trail notes. How is the kilometer signpost project progressing? To follow up with CoM.

7.5 Recent damage to trail further demonstrates the need for a trail manager. Write to Justin Madden re funds for management of Crown Lands as per Newsletter

8. Next Meeting 

Nowa Nowa Sept 10th at 7pm  Janice to check venue

Meeting closed at 2.45pm.

